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THIRD GRADE KNOWLEDGE-A-THON  
 

 
1. Sometimes to be safe, you might need to tell a police officer 

where you live.  What is your address?  ___________________________ 

2. Sometimes to be safe, you might need to tell a police officer your 
telephone number.  What is your phone number (with area code)? ___________________________ 

3. How many states are there in the United States of America? 50 

4. What do the stars on the American flag represent? The 50 states 

5. What bird is the symbol of the United States? Bald eagle 

6. What is the title of the official who governs our country? President 

7. What is the title of the official who governs a state? Governor 

8. Who is the Governor of Wisconsin? Tony Evers 

9. What is the title of the official who leads a city’s government? Mayor 

10. Who is the Mayor of Appleton? Tim Hanna 

11. Who is the President of the United States? Donald Trump 

12. What country did the pilgrims leave to come to the New World? England 

13. On which continent do we live? North America 

14. Name ONE of the four large oceans. Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Arctic 

15. What river flows through our community? Fox River 

16. Name TWO types of bodies of water. Bay, Harbor, Lake, Sea, River, 
Ocean, Gulf 
 

17. Name TWO types of landforms. Valley, Plain, Coast, Hill, Mountain, 
Continent, Peninsula  
 

18. What imaginary line on the globe is halfway between the North 
Pole and the South Pole? 

The equator 

19. Name Appleton’s sister city in Nicaragua. Chinandega 

20. What is a hemisphere? Half of a sphere or half the globe of 
the Earth. 
 

21. What is the name of Japanese money? Yen 

22. Name the continents that Russia can be found on Asia and Europe 
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23. What is the measuring unit called that everyone agrees to use? Standard measurement 

24. What is the scientific unit when measuring volume? Liters 

25. What is the scientific unit when measuring mass? Grams 

26. What is the scientific unit when measuring distance? Meters 

27. What is the scientific unit when measuring temperature? Degrees Celsius 

28. Name ONE observation you can make about a rock. Color, diameter, circumference, 
depth, hardness, mass 
 

29. What are the different materials called that make up rocks? Minerals 

30. What is a geologist? A person who studies the earth 

31. What is the difference between rocks and minerals? Minerals are made up of just one 
ingredient while rocks are made up 
of many different ingredients 
 

32. How many seconds are in a minute? 60 

33. How many minutes are in one hour? 60 

34. How many hours are in one day? 24 

35. How many days are in one year? 365 / 366 leap year 

36. How many years are in a century? 100 

37. How many years are in a decade? 10 

38. How many feet are in one yard? 3 

39. How many inches are in one foot? 12 

40. How many quarts are in one gallon? 4 

41. What is the answer in an addition problem called? Sum 

42. What is the answer in a multiplication problem called? Product 

43. What is the answer in a subtraction problem called? Difference 

44. What is the answer in a division problem called? Quotient 

45. What do we call words that are opposites, such as hot and cold? Antonyms 
 

46. What is a word that names a person, place or thing? Noun 

47. What is a verb? An action word 
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48. Where is the index of a book found? In the back of the book 

49. What is a glossary and where is it found? A list of word and their meanings 
found at the back of some books. 
 

50. What is a table of contents and where is it found? A list of the units, chapters and 
selections in a book.  It is found at 
the beginning of most books. 
 

51. What is a book called based upon a person’s life? Biography 

52. What is a fermata?   
 

A symbol in music, which is placed 
above a note, to show that the note 
should be held longer than its value. 

53. In music, what does the word tempo mean? Speed of the music 

54. What do you call a color with white added to it? A tint 

55. What do you call a color with black added to it? A shade 

56. What muscle inside your body never rests? Heart 

57. What is the function of the heart? To pump blood 

58. Name ONE component of health-related fitness? Strength, flexibility & cardiovascular 
endurance 
 

59. When you check your pulse rate, what does it tell you? Your heart rate 

60. What do you call your heart rate before you exercise? Your resting heart rate 

61. How can you improve flexibility? Do stretching exercises 

62. What part of your body should you wash often so that you won’t 
pass on illnesses? 

Your hands 

63. Why should you cover your mouth when you cough or sneeze? So you won’t pass on any illnesses to 
others 
 

64. Name ONE way to keep bones and muscles strong Exercise, eat foods with nutrients, 
get enough sleep 
 

65. What is cooperation? Working together 

66. What are the 3 expectations at Houdini? Be safe 
Be respectful 
Be responsible 
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67. What should you always do when you accidentally hurt someone 
during an activity? 

Apologize and make sure they are 
okay 
 

68. What must you do in order to improve your skills? Practice 

69. What fluid is the most important to drink every day? Water 

70. Which is the most important meal of the day? Breakfast 

71. What should you always wear when biking, skiing, snowboarding 
or skating? 

A helmet 

72. What should you wear to protect your skin from sun damage? Sunscreen or clothes 

73. What type of cancer might develop if you get too much sun? Skin cancer 

74. What type of cancer might cigarette smoking cause? Lung cancer 

75. What should you say if a friend asks you to taste a medicine? No thank you 

 
 
 

BONUS QUESTIONS 
 

1. How many hours of sleep does a third-grader need? 10 to 12 hours 

2. What level should your voice be in the hallway? Level 0 

3. What side of the school hallway do you walk on? Right 
 

4. Name 3 body basic you do when someone says “Give 
me 5” 

 

1. Sit up tall 
2. Look at speaker 
3. Mouth closed 
4. Listening ears 
5. Hands and feet quiet 
 

5. Can you name ONE of the six simple machines? Lever, incline plane, screw, wedge, 
wheel & axle or pulley 
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